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PLAGIARISM 
 
Plagiarism in thesis and journal paper writing refers to the act of 
using someone else's ideas, words, or work without proper 
acknowledgment or citation.  
 
It's essentially presenting someone else's intellectual property as 
your own, which is considered unethical and dishonest in 
academic and research contexts.  
 
Here are a few key points that define plagiarism in this context: 
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Direct Copying: 
 
Example: In a thesis discussing the effects of climate change, a 
student copies a paragraph from a published article without using 
quotation marks or citing the source. For instance: 
 
Original text (without citation): "The rise in global temperatures is 
directly linked to increased greenhouse gas emissions." 
 
Plagiarized text: "The rise in global temperatures is directly linked 
to increased greenhouse gas emissions." 
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Problem: This constitutes plagiarism because the student presents 
someone else's exact words as their own without acknowledging 
the original author. 
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Paraphrasing Without Attribution: 
 
Example: A researcher reads a journal article about new findings 
in cancer treatment and rewrites the information in their own 
words for their own paper without citing the original source. 
 
Original text (from the article): "Recent studies have shown 
promising results in using targeted immunotherapy to treat 
certain types of cancer." 
 
Paraphrased text (in the researcher's paper): "Recent research 
indicates that targeted immunotherapy holds potential for treating 
specific cancer types." 
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Problem: While the wording is different, the idea and structure of 
the information are borrowed without giving credit to the original 
author or source. 
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Improper Citation: 
 
Example: A student includes a sentence in their thesis that 
summarizes a concept they found in a textbook but forgets to 
include a citation. 
 
Original text (from the textbook): "Newton's laws of motion form 
the foundation of classical mechanics." 
 
Student's text: "Newton's laws of motion are fundamental 
principles in classical mechanics." 
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Problem: Although the idea is not plagiarized, failing to cite the 
textbook implies that the student is presenting this idea as their 
own, which is misleading and violates academic honesty. 
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Self-Plagiarism: 
 
Example: A researcher submits a journal article that contains a 
significant portion of text from a previous article they authored, 
without acknowledging it as previously published work. 
 
Original text (from the previous article): "Our study demonstrated 
a correlation between sleep patterns and cognitive function." 
 
Reused text (in the new article): "Our study reveals a significant 
correlation between sleep patterns and cognitive function." 
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Problem: Even though the researcher is the original author, 
reusing substantial portions of their own previously published 
work without proper disclosure violates the ethical standards of 
academic publishing, as it can mislead readers about the novelty 
of the current research. 
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Fabrication of Sources: 
 
Example: A student invents a fictitious study and cites it in their 
thesis to support their argument without any basis in reality. 
 
Fabricated citation: "According to a study conducted by Smith et 
al. (2020), 80% of students reported improved academic 
performance after using a new study technique." 
 
Problem: Fabricating sources or data undermines the credibility of 
the research and violates ethical standards. It misleads readers and 
can lead to invalid conclusions being drawn based on false 
information.  
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In all these examples, the common theme is the misuse or 
misrepresentation of others' work or one's own previous work 
without appropriate acknowledgment.  
 
Academic integrity demands that all sources of information and 
ideas used in thesis and journal paper writing be properly cited 
and attributed to their original authors or sources to avoid 
plagiarism. 
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WHEN DO WE NOT NEED TO WRITE A CITATION? 
 
In academic writing, certain fundamental concepts or widely 
accepted knowledge do not require citation because they are 
considered common knowledge within a particular field. The 
equation  𝐹 = 𝑚𝑎  , which represents Newton's Second Law of 
Motion, falls into this category.  
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Here’s why: 
 
Common Knowledge: 
 
Basic principles, laws, and equations that are widely known and 
accepted within a discipline are considered common knowledge. 
For example, in physics, Newton's laws of motion, including   
𝐹 = 𝑚𝑎 ,  are foundational concepts that every student and 
researcher in the field is expected to be familiar with. 
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Widespread Acceptance: 
 
Equations like   𝐹 = 𝑚𝑎  are not tied to a specific author or study 
but are principles derived from extensive experimentation and 
observation. 
 
They are often taught in introductory courses and are part of the 
foundational knowledge base assumed in higher-level academic 
work. 
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Context Matters: 
 
However, context can influence whether citation is necessary. If 
you are discussing a specific interpretation, application, or 
historical context of  𝐹 = 𝑚𝑎  , then citing relevant sources might 
be appropriate. 
 
For instance, if you're discussing how  𝐹 = 𝑚𝑎  was historically 
developed by Newton and its implications in classical mechanics, 
citing Newton's original work or relevant historical studies would 
be necessary. 
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Best Practices: 
 
When in doubt, it's generally better to err on the side of caution 
and provide a citation, especially if you are referencing a particular 
source or if the context of your discussion relies on a specific 
interpretation or application of  𝐹 = 𝑚𝑎 . 
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In summary, while  𝐹 = 𝑚𝑎   itself does not typically require 
citation as it represents a fundamental concept in physics, the need 
for citation can depend on the context and the specific focus of 
your writing. Always consider the expectations of your academic 
community and consult with your instructor or supervisor if 
you're unsure about whether to include a citation. 
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CAN PLAGIARISM HAPPEN ON FIGURES? 
 
plagiarism can occur with figures in thesis and journal paper 
writing. Here are a few ways how plagiarism might apply to 
figures: 
 
Direct Copying of Figures:  
If you copy a figure or diagram from another source (such as a 
journal article, book, or website) without obtaining permission 
and without properly citing the original source, it can constitute 
plagiarism. This includes both graphical elements and any 
accompanying explanatory text. 
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Adaptation Without Attribution:  
If you modify or adapt a figure from another source to fit your own 
work (e.g., changing labels, adding elements, adjusting colors) but 
fail to acknowledge the original source, this also qualifies as 
plagiarism. 
 
Self-Plagiarism with Figures:  
If you reuse a figure from your own previously published work 
without proper acknowledgment (such as indicating it is a reprint 
or providing a citation to the original publication), this is 
considered self-plagiarism. 
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Fabrication of Figures:  
Creating a figure that misrepresents data or results, or inventing a 
figure altogether without a valid basis (such as falsifying data or 
using fabricated images), is a serious form of academic misconduct. 
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TO AVOID PLAGIARISM WITH FIGURES: 
 
Always provide a clear citation for any figure or illustration that 
you did not create yourself, even if you have modified it. 
 
When adapting or modifying a figure, clearly indicate the changes 
made and provide proper attribution to the original source. 
 
If you are reusing a figure from your own previous work, ensure 
it is clearly identified as such and cite the original publication 
where it first appeared. 
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Obtain permission from the copyright holder if you are using a 
figure that is not in the public domain or covered by a license 
allowing reuse. 
 
By properly attributing and citing figures, you not only avoid 
plagiarism but also uphold academic integrity and give credit to 
the original creators or sources of the information presented in 
your thesis or journal paper. 
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THE CONSEQUENCES OF PLAGIARISM 
 
The consequences of plagiarism can vary depending on the 
severity of the offense and the policies of the institution or 
publication involved. Here are some common repercussions that 
individuals might face if found guilty of plagiarism: 
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Academic Penalties: 
 
Failure of the Assignment: In academic settings, a common 
consequence of plagiarism is receiving a failing grade for the 
assignment in which the plagiarism occurred. 
 
Course Failure: In more serious cases or with repeated offenses, 
students may fail the entire course. 
 
Academic Probation: Some institutions may place students on 
probation, which can affect their academic standing and future 
opportunities. 
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Disciplinary Actions: 
 
Academic Warning: Students might receive an official warning 
about their behavior, indicating that any further instances of 
plagiarism could result in more severe penalties. 
 
Suspension: For serious or repeated offenses, students may face 
suspension from their academic program or institution for a 
specified period. 
 
Expulsion: The most severe consequence is expulsion, where a 
student is permanently removed from the institution due to 
plagiarism.  
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Career and Professional Consequences: 
 
Damage to Reputation: Plagiarism can damage an individual's 
reputation within their academic or professional community, 
affecting future opportunities for employment, research funding, 
or collaborations. 
 
Legal Issues: In cases involving copyright infringement or 
significant academic fraud, individuals might face legal action or 
lawsuits from original authors or copyright holders. 
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Publication and Research Penalties: 
 
Article Retraction: In academic publishing, if plagiarism is 
discovered in a published paper, the journal may retract the article, 
which can severely impact the author's career and reputation. 
 
Ban from Publishing: Authors who commit plagiarism may be 
banned from publishing in certain journals or with certain 
publishers for a period of time or indefinitely. 
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Personal and Ethical Consequences: 
 
Loss of Trust and Integrity: Plagiarism undermines trust in an 
individual's work and their commitment to academic or 
professional integrity. 
 
Educational Remediation: Some institutions may require students 
to undergo educational programs or assignments focused on 
academic integrity and proper citation practices. 
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In conclusion, the consequences of plagiarism are serious and can 
have long-lasting effects on one's academic and professional career.  
 
It is crucial for all researchers, students, and writers to understand 
and adhere to ethical standards regarding the use and attribution 
of sources to avoid plagiarism. 
 
 
 
 
 


