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REVIEW PAPER 
 
A review paper, also known as a literature review or a review 
article, is a scholarly article that synthesizes and critically analyzes 
existing research on a particular topic. Unlike original research 
articles that present new experimental or theoretical work, review 
papers provide an overview of what has already been published, 
highlighting trends, gaps, and key findings. Here are the key 
characteristics and purposes of review papers: 
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Characteristics of Review Papers 
 
Comprehensive Coverage: Review papers aim to cover a wide 
range of studies related to the topic, providing a comprehensive 
overview of the existing literature. 
 
Critical Analysis: Authors critically evaluate the quality and 
contributions of the studies they review, discussing the strengths 
and weaknesses of different approaches and methodologies. 
 
Synthesis of Information: Review papers synthesize information 
from multiple sources, identifying common themes, patterns, and 
significant differences in findings. 
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Identification of Gaps: They highlight gaps in the current 
knowledge, suggesting areas where further research is needed. 
 
Theoretical Context: Review papers often place current research 
within a theoretical context, discussing how various studies 
contribute to the development of theories in the field. 
 
References: They include extensive bibliographies, providing a 
valuable resource for researchers looking for primary sources on 
the topic. 
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Types of Review Papers 
 
Narrative Reviews: These provide a qualitative summary of the 
literature, often written by experts in the field who provide their 
perspective on the state of the research. 
 
Systematic Reviews: These use a structured and methodical 
approach to search for, appraise, and summarize all relevant 
studies on a specific question. They often include meta-analyses, 
which statistically combine results from different studies. 
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Scoping Reviews: These aim to map the key concepts and types of 
evidence available on a particular topic, often used to identify gaps 
in the literature and areas for further research. 
 
Meta-Analyses: These are a subset of systematic reviews that use 
statistical techniques to combine results from multiple studies, 
providing a quantitative assessment of the overall evidence. 
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Purposes of Review Papers 
 
Summarize Current Knowledge: Review papers provide a 
summary of what is known about a topic, making it easier for 
researchers to get an overview without having to read all 
individual studies. 
 
Guide Future Research: By identifying gaps and inconsistencies in 
the literature, review papers can guide future research efforts and 
highlight important questions that remain unanswered. 
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Educate New Researchers: Review papers are valuable resources 
for students and new researchers who need to familiarize 
themselves with a particular field of study. 
 
Support Evidence-Based Practice: In fields such as medicine and 
psychology, review papers are essential for informing evidence-
based practice and policy-making by summarizing the best 
available evidence. 
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Writing a Review Paper 
 
Define the Scope: Clearly define the scope and objectives of your 
review. Decide whether it will be a narrative review, systematic 
review, scoping review, or meta-analysis. 
 
Literature Search: Conduct a thorough and systematic search of 
the relevant literature using databases like PubMed, Scopus, Web 
of Science, etc. 
 
Organize the Information: Organize the findings from the 
literature into coherent sections, such as background, 
methodologies, key findings, and future directions. 
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Critical Analysis: Critically analyze the studies, discussing their 
contributions, limitations, and the context of their findings. 
 
Synthesize and Summarize: Synthesize the information, 
highlighting major trends, patterns, and gaps. Provide a summary 
of the overall state of knowledge on the topic. 
 
Conclusion and Recommendations: Conclude with a summary of 
key points and make recommendations for future research or 
practice based on your findings. 
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Review papers are essential for advancing knowledge in a field, 
guiding new research, and informing practice by providing a 
comprehensive and critical overview of existing research. 
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WHEN TO USE REVIEW PAPER 
 
Using a review paper is particularly valuable in several scenarios. 
Here are the situations when review papers are most beneficial, 
listed from the highest priority to less critical use cases: 
 
Starting New Research: 
 
When beginning a new research project, reading review papers is 
crucial to understand the current state of knowledge, identify gaps, 
and formulate research questions. They provide a comprehensive 
overview of existing studies, saving time and guiding researchers 
to relevant primary sources. 
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Grant Proposals and Funding Applications: 
 
Review papers are essential when writing grant proposals or 
funding applications. They help justify the significance of the 
proposed research by showing how it builds on existing work and 
addresses gaps or unanswered questions highlighted in the 
reviews. 
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Developing Theoretical Frameworks: 
 
Review papers are valuable for developing or refining theoretical 
frameworks. They synthesize existing theories and empirical 
findings, helping researchers understand how their work fits into 
the broader theoretical landscape. 
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Evidence-Based Practice and Policy Making: 
 
In fields such as medicine, psychology, and public policy, review 
papers are critical for evidence-based practice. They summarize 
the best available evidence on a topic, guiding clinical decisions, 
and policy-making. 
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Teaching and Education: 
 
Review papers are excellent educational resources for teaching 
and learning. They provide students and new researchers with a 
comprehensive introduction to a topic, making them useful for 
coursework and self-study. 
 
Reviewing Manuscripts and Peer Review: 
 
When acting as a peer reviewer or editing manuscripts, review 
papers help reviewers understand the context of the work being 
evaluated, ensuring a fair and informed assessment. 
  



 
DR. SYAHRULLAIL SAMION 

 

 

Writing a Thesis or Dissertation: 
 
Graduate students often use review papers to frame the literature 
review section of their theses or dissertations. They provide a solid 
foundation for understanding the field and situating the new 
research within it. 
 
Updating Knowledge: 
 
For professionals and researchers who need to stay current in their 
field, review papers are useful for quickly updating their 
knowledge on recent developments and trends. 
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Interdisciplinary Research: 
 
When engaging in interdisciplinary research, review papers from 
related fields can provide insights and highlight relevant findings 
that might not be immediately apparent within one’s own 
discipline. 
 
Synthesizing Large Bodies of Literature: 
 
When there is an extensive body of literature on a topic, review 
papers help synthesize and summarize key findings, making it 
easier to manage and interpret large volumes of information. 
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By prioritizing these scenarios, researchers and professionals can 
effectively leverage review papers to enhance their understanding, 
support their work, and contribute to their fields. 
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REVIEW PAPER SUBMISSION 
 
Submitting a review paper can be different from submitting a 
regular research article, but it is not necessarily limited to 
invitation-only. Here are the typical ways to submit a review paper: 
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Standard Submission Process 
 
Choosing the Right Journal: Identify journals that publish review 
papers in your field. Many journals have a section dedicated to 
review articles and provide guidelines for submission. 
 
Following Submission Guidelines: Adhere to the specific 
submission guidelines provided by the journal, which may 
include formatting requirements, word limits, and specific content 
expectations for review papers. 
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Proposal Submission: Some journals require a proposal or abstract 
submission before the full manuscript. This proposal typically 
outlines the topic, scope, and significance of the review. The 
editorial board may approve the proposal before inviting the full 
manuscript. 
 
Peer Review: Submitted review papers typically undergo the same 
peer review process as original research articles. Reviewers assess 
the paper's comprehensiveness, accuracy, critical analysis, and 
contribution to the field. 
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Invitation-Only Submissions 
 
Invited Reviews: Some high-impact journals invite experts to write 
review papers on specific topics. Invitations are often based on the 
expert's reputation, previous publications, and contributions to 
the field. 
 
Special Issues: Journals may have special issues dedicated to 
particular themes or emerging areas of research. Editors might 
invite leading researchers to contribute review papers for these 
issues. 
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Tips for Successfully Submitting a Review Paper 
 
Identify Gaps: Ensure your review addresses a significant gap or 
provides a comprehensive synthesis of a topic that lacks recent 
reviews. 
 
High-Quality Writing: Clearly organize and present your review, 
with a strong emphasis on critical analysis and synthesis of 
existing literature. 
 
Reputation and Networking: Establishing a strong publication 
record and networking within your field can increase the 
likelihood of being invited to write review papers. 
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Proposal Pitch: If proposing a review to a journal, clearly articulate 
the importance, scope, and unique contributions of your review. 
Highlight how it will benefit the journal’s readership. 
 
Collaboration: Collaborating with established researchers can 
enhance the credibility and impact of your review paper, making 
it more appealing to journals. 
 
 


